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The Woodbury Public Library is seeking artists to participate in a six-month art exhibit entitled 
“Windows and Mirrors - The Impact of Literature on Lives.” The grant funded project will exhibit 

the importance of diversity in literature and highlight the lack of diverse voices in the publishing 

industry. The Library has opened a Call to Artists and is seeking a widely diverse group of 

artists to create an original piece based on books that has positively or negatively impacted their 

life. The Library asks that the artists work uses windows and mirrors as their medium, canvas or 

inspiration. Art pieces will be displayed throughout the Library.  

 

“Literature often mirrors our lives by showing us we are never alone in our struggles. 

Alternatively it can provide a window into the experience of someone unlike ourselves. Libraries’ 

missions are to serve their communities by reflecting its users through their collection and also 

providing materials that open new and different worlds.” says Michelle Yeager, Woodbury’s 

Library Director.. She notes that the task is often very difficult because of the lack of books 

published featuring characters of color and other minority and marginalized groups told from an 

authentic point of view.  

 

The Library’s hope for the art exhibit is to inspire people to tell their own stories and to recognize 

the disparities in the publishing industry from picture books to teen and adult books.  

 

Funding for this program has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on 

the Arts/Department of State, the National Endowment for the Arts and the Gloucester County 

Cultural & Heritage Commission an agency under the auspices of Rowan College at Gloucester 

County.  

 

The Call to Artists in now open with an application deadline of Friday, March 31, 2018 at 5 PM. 

The Woodbury Public Library encourages men and women of diverse ethnic and racial 

backgrounds as well as varying socioeconomic status, gender identities, sexual orientations and 

abilities to submit an artist’s statement along with up to three sample of their work to 

myeager@woodburylibrary.org  using the Subject Line: “Windows and Mirrors.”  Selected artists 

will be announced on April 15, 2018. Those selected will have their work displayed July through 

December and will be given a stipend for their work.  

 

Yeager also encourages people to get involved by exploring the movement “We Need Diverse 

Books” at diversebooks.org.  

 

For more information and full submission guidelines visit www.woodburylibrary.org . 
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